GHRISTMASTIDE   {N  PRAGUE
dozens of Spanish children, and the newspaper comments, 'Our
moral faculties are becoming numbed by the long-drawn-out
horrors or war , . . We are no longer shocked in our souls when we
read of inoffensive civilians bdng slaughtered'.
Then why, if England has become indifferent to ethe slaughter
of inoffensive civilians', why is there a nation-wide outburst of
indignation and compassion when Hitler persecutes a Jew? He has
not been slaughtering Jews. He has been depriving them of some
of their property. When he does that the archbishops, the bishops,
the ministers, the baronets and the colonels burst into a furious
chorus of protest. Ministers who can see in Abyssinia, in Spain,
in Czechoslovakia, in the German concentration camps, nothing to
impede friendship with Germany, begin to say, 'It is hopeless, we
shall have to give up trying and prepare for war/
Why? These people do not protest about the concentration
camps, which are primarily for Germans, not Jews, or about the
things that go on there: it took about five years to kill Ossietzky.
They do not protest about atrocities in Abyssinia. They do not
protest about the bombing, that has been going on now for nearly
three years, of women and children in Spain, in China. They are
as silent as the grave about tens of thousands of homeless Czech
and German refugees, who have lost every farthing they ever
had.
But touch a Jew, take some of his possessions, put him into no-
man's-land, and the whole British Press is filled with the clamour
of angry protest.
And this is compassion, generous indignation? In my opinion,
it is the voice of money talking. The Jews belong to the wealthy
classes in England, an attack on them is an attack on The Rights
of Property. Persecute a Jew, and your bishops will call for prayers,
write letters to the newspapers, get up on the platform at protest
meetings. Try to get these people to call for prayers the npxt time
a hundred women and children are killed by bombs in some
Spanish town, urge them to write to the Press about it, invite
them to raise their voices on public platforms — and see what
answer you get.
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